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Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to this irresponsible legislation, which will ship $48 billion
overseas as foreign aid at a time when Americans are feeling the pressure of rapidly increasing
inflation and a weakened dollar. It is particularly objectionable to ship money to fund healthcare
overseas when so many Americans either struggle with high healthcare costs or avoid seeking
medical assistance altogether due to lack of insurance or funds.

  

As we know, the federal government does not have $48 billion to send overseas so it will have
to print the money. It is a cruel irony that this will add to inflation at home which will increase
even further the costs of healthcare in the United States .

  

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by the prevalence of disease in impoverished countries overseas. I
certainly encourage every American concerned about HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria
overseas to voluntarily provide assistance to help alleviate the problem. But I do not believe it is
appropriate -- nor is it Constitutional -- to forcibly take money from American citizens to send
abroad. I urge my colleagues to reject this and all foreign aid legislation.
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